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Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE Washington, DC 20590
Dear Mr. Secretary:
The NEMSAC serves as the non-federal forum for considering national emergency
medical services (EMS) topics and our objective is to develop, consider, and
communicate information from a knowledgeable, independent perspective. We
accomplish this by providing advice and recommendations to the U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT), National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and to
the Federal Interagency Committee on EMS (FICEMS). Our hope is that the
NEMSAC’s work will assist the Department of Transportation and FICEMS member
agencies to ensure that the American public is best served by our emergency medical
services systems.
The National Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council (NEMSAC), wishes to
bring to your attention an important issue surrounding the safe transport of children in
ambulances. In the United States, the ambulance crash rate at least 2.5 times greater
than that of an automobile1 and an estimated 1.6 million children transported in
ambulances annually in the United States2, it is essential that standards for pediatric
transport devices be established. During the last ten years, federal ambulance crash
research has led to dramatic improvements in emergency medical services (EMS)
practitioner and adult patient safety. These efforts resulted in the publication of ten new
standards, published by the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE), covering key
components such as EMS practitioner seating, restraint systems, patient cot and cot
retention systems, cabinets, equipment mounts, and the ambulance body structure3.
These documents have been embraced by national standard4 setting organizations,
ambulance manufacturers and state EMS regulators. Unfortunately, the safe transport of
children (neonates, infants, toddlers, pre-teens) and creation of standards for pediatric
safe transport devices have not been addressed by any current standard.
Without validated and published standards, ambulance manufacturers, state regulators
and purchasers have no way to distinguish high-quality, safe, pediatric transport devices
from those that are inadequate or even dangerous. Just as there are specific standards for
both child car and booster seats in a personal vehicle, standards are necessary to ensure
the safety of devices used to transport children in ambulances.
With scarce data and tracking of fatalities, The NEMSAC is requesting DOT, NHTSA
and FICEMS to further evaluate the need for testing standards for pediatric transport
devices. History indicates manufacturer test results that could be derived from new
published test methods will be used comparatively by prospective purchasers both
nationally and internationally, as they strive to provide safe and effective transport
options for all pediatric patients.
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Due to the unique transport needs of the pediatric population, the NEMSAC would like
to bring to your attention the request to research and further investigate the need to
create pediatric ambulance transport standards for pediatric safe transport devices.
Thank you for the opportunity to represent paramedicine at the Federal level and work
alongside a group of dedicated professionals that represent all sectors of EMS.
NEMSAC will be providing the DOT and the FICEMS with more recommendations in
the upcoming year, aligning with NEMSAC and FICEMS’ goals.
Respectfully,
Vincent D. Robbins, FACPE, FACHE
Chair
Hospital-Based EMS Sector

Anne Montera, MHL, BSN, RN
Vice Chair
Public Health Sector

cc:
The Honorable Xavier Becerra, Secretary of Health and Human Services
The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas, Secretary of Homeland Security
The Honorable Pritesh Gandhi, M.D., Chair, Federal Interagency Committee on EMS
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